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MICA   \VASTJ<;.
Tin-: museovito or potaB.lt mica which occurs in the form of fine #1 intoning scales an one of the constituents of ordinary granite sometimes occurs, in the United States, Canada, etc., in very largo crystals up to 1 or 2 ft. in diameter. These crystals can he Hptit up very readily into extremely thin sheets which are elastic, practically fireproof, and non-conductors of electricity, hence they have come into use for lamp-classes and especially for electrical apparatus. In cutting up these shoots, however, there in a considerable amount of small stuff formed which had to be thrown aside as it wan of no use for that particular purpose.
During the last few years, however, uses have been found for thin waste. It in ground up and graded into particles of various degrees of fineness by passing it through reels covered with wire gauze. The finer material in put into lubricants, soap, paint, etc,, but the larger particles in very thin flakes are used for decorative purposes, for instance, in the preparation of the "satin" wall papers; it is also dyed with aniline dyes and used instead of metallic bronze powders, the range of colours being very much greater. By .moans of these artificial bronxo powders some of the finest wall paper do-eoratitmH in existence are. prepared. The powders are very much lighter in weight, the colours purer and brighter than, those of metallic bronzes, at the name time there is no tendency to tarnish by exposure to the air or in contact with varnish.